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Our Mission:  On June 13th, 2009 my son Taylor (age 17) and I will embark on a 
nationwide quest, a quest to Fish 50 Trophy Waters in 50 States in 50 Days.  Our journey 
will span 15,000 miles by land, 6,000 miles by air (Alaska and Hawaii), cover 500 miles by 
water, with no shortcuts.  www.fish5050.com  
  

Our Cause:  Our hope is that our adventure, our quest, will inspire fathers and 
sons across the nation to realize their dreams for adventure and connect once again.  To 
find and live out that adventure in their lives they so desperately desire and need.  To 
realize that no matter where you live there is a pond, river, lake, or ocean - teeming with 
fish - waiting to be explored – to build a lasting memory - to rekindle that long lost 
relationship – to Leave a Legacy. 

 
Ever since I was a small boy I’ve dreamed of adventure; desiring to seek after something that 
seemed bigger than life.  If you’re like me, adventures such as climbing Mount Everest or 
running the Boston Marathon seem a bit beyond reality.  I’m just an average father; what 
could my adventure be?   
 
What’s so special about a father and son adventure?  My son Taylor has been 
my fishing buddy since he was a small boy.  We’ve experienced some incredible fishing trips 
together.  Realizing that with college on the horizon we see one last chance at a truly epic 
adventure together - to seize the moment.  Where the fish story of all fish stories, between a 
father and son, can be lived out and told. 

 
When I was a child, I longed to ride 
along with my dad no matter where 
he was going, and I jumped at every chance to go fishing with him.  
In fact, from my earliest memories, fishing has always been my 
passion.  For many of us, fishing was the one true bond we had with 
our fathers, where we finally felt connected, where our father’s 
legacy lives on.  The romance of those days is a distant memory for 
most people.  Fathers are caught up in the rat race of life with long 
commutes, constant emails, and never ending work weeks while our 
children sit at home trying to fill the voids by immersing themselves 
in their world of Xbox, iPOD, and Cable TV.  With all of society’s 
advancements many fathers and sons have lost their common bond 
- they've lost their desire for adventure. 
 

 

The Media:  The project will have significant U.S. media attention through local, state, and national magazines, 
newspapers, web, television, radio, and upon completion of our journey a book.   

 
 
 

Jeff & Taylor Turner 
7332 Fox Call Lane 
Warrenton, Virginia 20186 
540-351-0250 
jeff.turner@fish5050.com 
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Our 50 Destinations:  Our planning has focused on selecting a legitimate trophy water body in each state and a professional 
guide to aid in each days outing.  All driving, planning, and logistics will be performed solely by the two of us.  Each day of fishing will 
involve a target of 4-6 hours on the water in attempting to catch that trophy fish of a lifetime.   

 

 
 

Our planning has focused on selecting a legitimate trophy river, lake, or water body in each state and a professional guide to 
aid us in each days outing.  All driving, planning, and logistics will be performed solely by the two of us.  Each day of fishing 
will involve 4-8 hours on the water. We will fish the lower 48 states in 44 days using four doubleheader days.  For example, 
we will fish New Jersey in the morning, drive three hours in the afternoon and fish Delaware in the late afternoon and 
evening.  Because our Maryland destination is only 1 hour away we can be at that destination rested and ready to fish the next 
morning.  We have selected 4 doubleheader days.  If we lose a day due to some unforeseen problem we will postpone the 
outing for that day and move on to the next state in order to maintain all follow-on appointments.  We plan to make up any 
missed states at the end of the trip.  Alaska will be fished on day 46.  Hawaii will be fished on day 48.  This will give us a 
make up day at the end if needed.   
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Trophy Fish:  The diversity of fish across the United States is vast.  Focusing on a single species would simply not do 
justice to what each state has to offer.  Months of research have been conducted in an effort to find each legitimate fishing 
location.  Arguably, each state has many candidates so this was very difficult.  We poured over dozens of books and 
periodicals and hundreds of websites in this process.  Other considerations included determining the optimal fish for each 
state based upon the time of year, water temperature, spawning cycle, and available guides in an area.  The location or 
proximity of any particular water body was not a consideration.  Only after the 50 sites were first selected did we plot their 
locations on a map and assess the travel route to reach them. The trophy fish targeted will include: 
 

Trophy Fish Represented Across the 50 States   

Largemouth Bass Rainbow Trout Sturgeon 

Smallmouth Bass Brown Trout Musky 

Striped Bass  Brook Trout Northern Pike 

Wiper Bass (Hybrid)   Cutthroat Trout          Walleye 

Tarpon Lake Trout Chinook (King) Salmon 

Crappie Steelhead Coho (Silver Salmon) 

Catfish Blue Marlin Pink Salmon 

Mahi Mahi Grayling Atlantic Salmon 
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Trophy Waters:  Below is our State-by-State breakout of Guides, Fish, and Trophy Waters.  In summary there are 
28 trophy rivers, 19 trophy lakes, and 3 trophy saltwater locations (Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, and Chesapeake Bay).  
 

# State Guide/Outfitter Fish Trophy Water  

1 Alabama Lake Guntersville Guide Service Largemouth Bass Lake Guntersville 

2 Alaska Jeff Woodward Sportfishing King/Silver/Pink Salmon Yetna River 

3 Arizona Lees Ferry Anglers Rainbow Trout Colorado River (Lees Ferry) 

4 Arkansas Beard's Guide Service Brown & Rainbow Trout White River 

5 California McCloud Fly Fishing Adventures Native Rainbow Trout & Brown Trout McCloud River 

6 Colorado Gunnison Fish & Raft Brown & Rainbow Trout Gunnison River 

7 Connecticut Housatonic Angler Smallmouth Bass / Rainbow Trout Housatonic & Farmington River 

8 Delaware Marshyhope Creek Bass Guide Largemouth Bass Nanticoke River 

9 Florida Back Country Concepts Tarpon Homosassa River 

10 Georgia Lake Seminole Guide Largemouth & Smallmouth Bass Lake Seminole 

11 Hawaii Mariah Sportfishing Charters Blue Marlin Kona Coast (Pacific Ocean) 

12 Idaho TroutHunter on the Henry's Fork Rainbow & Brown Trout Henry's Fork of the Snake River 

13 Illinois Muskie Fix Guide Service Musky Fox Chain O' Lakes 

14 Indiana Brother Nature Skamania Steelhead Lake Michigan 

15 Iowa North Iowa Fishing Walleye/Musky Clear Lake 

16 Kansas Chad Richardson's Guide Service Wiper/Walleye Milford Lake 

17 Kentucky Hipsher's Guide Service Crappie Kentucky Lakes 

18 Louisiana Caddo Lake Guide Service Largemouth Bass Caddo Lake 

19 Maine Tracewski Fishing Adventures Smallmouth Bass Penobscot River 

20 Maryland Chesapeake Bay Fly Fishing Striped Bass (Rock Fish) Chesapeake Bay 

21 Massachusetts Zoar Outdoor Rainbow/Brown/Brook/Tiger Trout Deerfield River 

22 Michican Bob Linsenman's Au Sable Angler Brown Trout Au Sable River 

23 Minnesota Musky Tom's Guide Service Musky Lake Vermilion 

24 Mississippi Roger Stegall's Guide Service Smallmouth Bass Pickwick Lake 

25 Missouri The Catfishing Guide Catfish Lake of the Ozarks 

26 Montana Greater Yellowstone Flyfishers Rainbow/Cutthroat/Brown Trout Yellowstone River 

27 Nebraska Steve Lytle Guide Service Wipers, Walleye, Northern Pike Red Willow Reservoir 

28 Nevada Nevada Fishing Service Steel Head Eagle Lake Rainbow Hybrids Sand Hill Lakes 

29 New Hampshire North Country Anglers Brook/Rainbow/Brown Trout & Salmon Androscoggin River 

30 New Jersey Ardent Angler Guide Service Smallmouth &  Striped Bass Delaware River 

31 New Mexico Aztec Anglers Guide Service Rainbow Trout San Juan River 

32 New York JDs Custom Charters King Salmon, Steelhead, Trout Lake Ontario 

33 North Carolina Davidson River Outfitters Rainbow & Brown Trout Davidson River 

34 North Dakota Bry's Guide Service Walleye Devils Lake 

35 Ohio Get Reel Guide Service Walleye Lake Erie 

36 Oklahoma Woodruff Guide Service Brown & Rainbow Trout Mountain Fork River 
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37 Oregon Erik's World Class Adventures Sturgeon Columbia River 

38 Pennsylvania Susquehana River Guide Smallmouth Bass Susquehana River 

39 Rhode Island White Ghost Charters Striped Bass / Shark Narragansett Bay 

40 South Carolina Captain Eddie's Fishing Service Catfish Santee River 

41 South Dakota Dakota Angler & Outfitter Brook, Rainbow & Brown Trout Black Hills 

42 Tennessee Bobby Gentry Guide Service Smallmouth Bass Dale Hollow Lake 

43 Texas Lake Fork Guide Service Largemouth Bass Lake Fork 

44 Utah Spinner Fall Guide Service Rainbow & Brown Trout Green River 

45 Vermont Bronzeback Guide Service Smallmouth Bass Lake Champlain 

46 Virginia New River Trophy Outfitters Smallmouth Bass New River 

47 Washington Erik's World Class Adventures Steelhead Lewis River 

48 West Virginia New River Trophy Outfitters Smallmouth Bass New River 

49 Wisconsin Wildwood Float Trips & Outfitters Smallmouth Bass St. Croix River 

50 Wyoming Jackson Hole Anglers Cutthroat Trout Snake River 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): 

1.    Is this a Commercial Venture? No, this is simply a father and son experiencing an epic adventure together. 
 We tell our story to encourage other fathers and sons to seek ways to build their relationship.  We are working hard 
to involve numerous charities on the project which share a common vision.  Examples include Men's Fellowships, 
Family Focused Organizations, and anyone who has a heart to reach the fractured relationships between fathers and 
sons.  Several organizations are planning on having their members sponsor the adventure by contributing a dime or 
quarter for every fish we catch to a worthy cause.  We will not profit from any aspect of this project.  

2.    How are you going to fish 50 states in just 50 days?  We will fish the lower 48 states in 44 days using four 
doubleheaders.  For example, we will fish Tennessee in the morning, drive several hours in the afternoon and fish 
Kentucky in the late afternoon and evening.  Because our Mississippi destination is 4 hours away we can be at that 
destination rested enough and ready to fish the next morning.  We have selected 4 doubleheader days which are 
listed below.  If we lose a day due to some unforeseen problem we will postpone the outing for that day and move 
on to the next state in order to maintain all follow-on appointments.  We plan to make up any missed states at the 
end of the trip.  Alaska will be fished on day 46.  Hawaii will be fished on day 48.  This will give us a make up day 
at the end if needed.   

Double Header Days 

Morning Outing State Evening Outing State Following Day State 

West Virginia Virginia South Carolina 

Tennessee Kentucky Mississippi 

Louisiana Texas Oklahoma 

New Jersey Delaware Maryland 

 
3.    How did you select each state’s trophy water?  Research began in July, 2008 to find each legitimate fishing location.  
Arguably, each state has many candidates so this was very difficult.  We poured over dozens of books and periodicals, 
reviewed hundreds of websites, and interviewed local experts in this process.  Key factors for each state included determining 
the impact of water temperature, water flow, water clarity, spawning cycles, and quantity of guides in an area.  One 
interesting method involved reviewing the date stamps on the bottom of uploaded fish pictures to various websites.  The 
location or proximity of any particular water body was not a consideration.  Only after the 50 sites were first selected did we 
plot their locations on a map and assess the travel route to reach them. 
 
4.    Are you driving to all 48 of the lower 48 states?  Yes.  We will use an RV to cover the lower 48 states and fly to 
Alaska and Hawaii.  One exception would be if we need to make-up any postponed states at the end.  If this happens we will 
fly from Hawaii to that state. 
 
5.    Are you driving to Alaska?  No.  We will fly from Washington D.C. to Alaska upon completion of our 46th state 
(Maryland). 
 
6.    Will this be a World Record? We can not find any evidence that there is a record of this type.  It must be noted that it is 
not our intention to try to set a record.  Our goal is to experience an amazing adventure together and bring attention to 
father/son relationships.  If this has been attempted  before - we applaud the achievement and would love nothing more than 
to meet the the father-son team. 
 
7.    Where do you plan to start first?  This has been a very challenging issue.  As most people know, the best time to fish 
depends on the fish and the season.  For bass, it is best to target the spring.  For catfish, it is often best to target the summer.  
For trout, you need to consider the heavy spring run-off and not start too early.  For salmon, the spawning patterns differ 
from place to place.  Many fish also move to deeper water as the summer temperatures increase which make them harder to 
catch.  With these issues and many more we believe we can maximize our success by starting in Pennsylvania and moving 
clockwise. This will enable us to fish the southern states as early as possible and normalize the impact of summer heat across 
the entire trip. 
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8.    What direction are you planning to drive?  We will travel clockwise, starting in Pennsylvania.  See map. 
 
9.    Are you going to purchase fishing licenses in every state?  Yes.  Fortunately, fishing licenses for nearly every state 
can be purchased in advance and on-line.  In a few cases, the guides maintain the licenses necessary.    
 
10.    What kind of vehicle will you travel in?  We plan to use a small Class-C Recreational Vehicle (RV) which sleeps two 
people comfortably to travel the lower 48 states.  We believe a small and agile RV will give us the maximum flexibility as we 
travel off major highways.  We will also be able to take a shower, prepare our meals, and maintain a permanent environment 
to support our many daily activities.  
 
11.    Will you be also sleeping in the RV?  Yes.  In order to minimize logistics, travel time, and road miles we will be 
coordinating with each local guide to identify a location each night for our RV to park.  In most cases there is a campground 
within 5 miles of our morning launch site. 
 
12.    What happens if your RV breaks down?  We will work feverishly to have our RV repaired as quickly as possible.  
We will rely heavily on our navigation system to quickly identify resources in the area.    
 
13.    What happens if your RV breaks down in the middle of nowhere?  We will be carrying a motorcycle for extreme 
emergencies.  For example, this will be important in the event we break down in a region where cell phone coverage is lost 
and we must quickly travel for help. 
 
14.    Do you have a Plan-B for everything?  We are making provisions for nearly everything – within reason.  The 
planning phase for this event began in July of 2008 so that we would be able to develop a logistics plan for nearly everything 
along the way. 
 
15.    Does your son enjoy fishing as much as you?  He has been an avid fisherman since he was about 3 years old.  But to 
be fair, I’m clearly more Type A when it comes to fishing.  
 
16.    Are the two of you going to share in the driving equally?  Hopefully, Yes.  Our desire is to split this responsibility 
50/50. 
 
17.    What will you do if one of you gets sick and you lose a day?  The other person will take over driving to the next state 
and we will make-up that state at the end of the trip. 
 
18.    Why did you choose to start on June 13th?  This was simple.  We will begin our trip immediately following Taylor's 
last day of High School. 
 
19.    Are you planning on recording what you catch?  Yes.  We will document everything we catch and provide a detailed 
accounting.  We will also capture photographs and video where possible.  We will ask our guides to certify what we catch as 
well. 
 
20.    What kind of computer resources will you have with you?  We will have multiple laptop computers, multiple 
backup hard drives, wireless broadband connectivity for each laptop, an in-car navigation system, multiple cellphones with 
different cellular carriers to minimize connectivity problems across the nation, multiple digital cameras, digital video camera, 
and a voice recorder.. 
 
21.    Do you plan to make a movie or record your adventure for television?  This is an evolving subject.  We will 
certainly capture lots of video. We plan to use a GoPro Hero wide-angle video camera where possible to document in full 
each fish we catch for YouTube uploads.  This video camera can attach via Velcro to your vest and capture the entire days 
fishing for each person in a hands-off way. We plan to post a multitude of videos (YouTube and on our website) to highlight 
key events as we go along.  Whether a professional video documentary is created is dependent upon future outside interests.    
 
22.    Can I ride along? This is by far the most common question asked.  This reaction certainly validates our claim that we 
all desire adventure and relationship in our lives.  We are considering help in the documenting of the adventure through photo 
and video.  At this point, this is an open question.  Our greatest hope is that fathers and sons would use our example to create 
their own adventures - no matter if it is only for a day, a weekend, or a week. 
 
23.    Are you planning on fishing for salt water fish anywhere?  Yes.  Our goal is to avoid being too legalistic on fish or 
water type and as such there are several states that have some amazing trophy salt water fish.  For example, Hawaii’s Blue 
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Marlin, and Rhode Island and Maryland's Striped Bass. 
 
24.    What does your wife think about this adventure?  She is very supportive.  She worries mostly about the difficulties 
of the trip, the long hours of driving, and the 7 weeks away from home.  But, she clearly believes in the trip’s mission and 
cause. 
 
25.    Are you taking a boat? Yes.  We plan to take a collapsable/inflatable driftboat with us (FoldCat 375 FC by Sea Eagle)  
This is a very durable craft that collapses into a very small form factor.  We've rafted literally hundreds of miles on extreme 
Colorado rivers in the raft and caught hundreds of fish in the process. We can either go motor-less or use a trolling motor for 
still water.  
 
26.    Are you taking a secondary vehicle in case your RV breaks down?  We do plan to carry a motorcycle that will 
attach to the back of the RV.  This will be important in the event we break down in a region where cell phone coverage is lost 
and we must quickly travel for help. 
 
27.    What if your guide doesn’t show up?   We have identified multiple backup guides in the event our guide is a no-
show.  We will also have our collapsable driftboat in the event that we must fish a particular water alone. 
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Jeff Turner 
7332 Fox Call Lane 
Warrenton, Virginia 20186 USA 
540-351-0250 
jeff.turner@hughes.net 
 

Date of Birth June 12, 1961 Birth Place Wichita, Kansas Age 47 

Marital Status Married, 21 Years to Beth Ann Taylor 

Children Son (Taylor) age 17, Daughter (Lauren) age 19 

Education 

 

High School 
• Towanda, Kansas 1979 

College 
• B.S. Geology, Kansas State University 
                Graduated #1 in Class of 1983 
• M.S. Geodesy (i.e., Mapping/Cartography), 1987, Ohio State University 

Career Highlights 
 

 
 

 

 

Former Co-founder and Vice President of Perspective Visuals, Inc. 
• Developed multi-media software for America Online and Smithsonian Institution 

including the Dinosaur Museum title which sold more than 300,000 copies 
worldwide.  
http://www.pvisuals.com/dinosaur_museum/dinosaur_museum.html 

• Developed Celcom21 – The Business Strategy Game – The most 
widely distributed business simulator in the world.  Purchased by 
Fortune 500 companies and Universities in 28 countries.  
http://www.pvisuals.com/bsg/business.html 

• Developed Fishing Online – A web resource for fishing outposts, resorts, and 
outfitters.  http://www.pvisuals.com/ 

Former Co-founder and Vice President of Geo-Spatial Technologies, Inc. (GSTI) 
• Invented the world’s first 3D laser mapping system for mobile vehicles.  GSTI 

acquired by SAIC in April, 2006.  
http://www.spacemart.com/reports/SAIC_Acquires_Geo_Spatial_Technologies.html 

Former Chief Technical Officer – SAIC 
• Developed Urban Reality 3D mapping system for revolutionary 3D commercial 

mapping interests   
    http://www.saic.com/news/saicmag/2007-summer-fall/mapping.html 
• System now distributed by Active Imaging Systems  

http://www.activeimagingsystems.com/ 

Current Status Consultant - SAIC 

Fishing Highlights Caught the largest recorded salmon in British Columbia for 1998 on rod & reel (55 lbs).  
www.fish5050.com/fish_of_a_lifetime.html 

Other Interests 
 

 

• Avid Fisherman (fresh & salt water), Boating, Skiing, Canoeing, Rafting, Golf, Deer 
Hunting, Fossil Collecting.   

• Board of Directors for the Father And Daughter Alliance (FADA)      
A non-profit organization focused on improving and promoting better 
education for girls in underdeveloped third world countries.   

• Member of Eastern Blue Ridge Fly Fishers:  http://www.blueridgeflyfishers.org/ 
• Member of Trout Unlimited: http://www.tu.org 
• Deacon – Warrenton Bible Fellowship:  http://www.warrenton-bible.org/index.htm 
• Member of Tres Dias & Alpha Christian outreach programs http://www.alphausa.org/ 



Leave a Legacy                 Fish 50 Trophy Waters in 50 States in 50 Days                 www.fish5050.com                  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Taylor Turner 
7332 Fox Call Lane 
Warrenton, Virginia 20186 USA 

Date of Birth September 19, 1991 Birth Place Fairfax, VA Age 17 

Education High School 
• Junior, Honor Student, Fauquier High School, Warrenton, VA 

Hobbies/Sports Fishing, Soccer, Canoeing, Water Sports, Snow Skiing, Robotics 

Achievements 
 
 

 
 
 

Two time winner of the American Legion Award in recognition of character, courage, honor, 
leadership, patriotism, scholarship, and service.  Honor Roll Student each and every year. 
 
Avid fisherman with numerous highlights including: 

• 10 lb Walleye, Lake Sydney, Ontario, August 2004 
• 10 lb Northern Pike, Lake Sydney, Ontario, August 2004 
• 15 lb Catfish, Pond, Warrenton, VA, 2002 
• 5 lb Largemouth Bass, Potomac River, VA, 2001 
• 3 lb Smallmouth Bass, Black Lake, NY, 2003 
• 2 lb Rainbow Trout, Gunnison River, CO, 2008 
• 2 lb German Brown Trout, Gunnison River, CO, 2007 

 
Member of the National Honor Society: http://www.nhs.us/s_nhs/index.asp 
Member of Eastern Blue Ridge Fly Fishers: http://www.blueridgeflyfishers.org/ 
Member of Trout Unlimited: http://www.tu.org 
Member of Warrenton Bible Fellowship:  http://www.warrenton-bible.org/index.htm 
Participated in multiple Christian mission trips (Mexico, Kentucky) 

 
    


